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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]

Semicolons & Colons

	TEACHER NAME

Linda McBride
	PROGRAM NAME

Warren County Career Center

	
	[Unit Title]

Grammar

	NRS EFL(s)

5
	TIME FRAME
45 minutes 



	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	
	Conventions of Standard English
	L.5.2

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)

· Learners will be able to correctly use colons and semicolons by understanding the basic rules for semicolons and colons.

	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS

· Learners will be able to complete sentences placing colons, or semi colons appropriately. Have the students write a paragraph using either a semicolon or colon.

	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

· Learners should know what a complete sentence is and basic understanding of commas.


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Tell the class that today you are going to tackle colons and semicolons. Most will not know the proper use of them and commas. 
2. Show Flash Grammar Lesson: Semicolon and ask students to take notes and participate in the examples. 

3. Work through examples as a class on Lesson 381 Mechanics – Punctuation – Semicolons (answers are listed online.) 
a. Have students give reasoning as to why they put the semicolon in the place they did. 
b. Make sure students understand independent clauses are the same as a sentence. 
4. Continue through lessons 382 to 385 gradually decreasing support to have student work independently.  Students can work in pairs as well. Circulate among the class assisting as needed. 
a. Before sharing the answers have students explain why they placed the semicolons where they did. This allows for insight and checking for understanding.

5. Assign the appropriate Semicolon Worksheets (These could be projected or printed for individual use depending on your needs.)
a. Another option are the quizzes for lessons 381 - 385 which cover all the content previously covered.

6. Go directly into colons asking if they can think of where we use them. 
a. Can suggest we use when we write time, i.e.: 12:15. We also use them in the introduction of a business letter, Dear Sherry: This would be a good time to remind them that they would need to format this way if sending a cover letter or a letter of complaint. 
b. Today we are going to practice using colons to introduce a list or quotation.
7. Show How to Use Colons.

8. Work through examples as a class on Lessons 391 – 395 Mechanics – Punctuation – Colons  (answers are listed online).

a. Have students give reasons as to why they put the colon in the place they did. 

b. Make sure students understand independent clauses are the same as a sentence. 

9. For homework have students write a paragraph using either semicolons or colons. Topic can be instructor choice tying into another topic being discussed or of the students own choosing.

10. Exit Ticket: have students identify one rule for colon or semicolon use before leaving class.
	RESOURCES

Computer with Internet access

Projector, ability to project

Speakers

Chalk/white board

Brown, P. (2013, September 22). Flash Grammar Lesson: Semicolon. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXaAVc3PQKQ
DAILY GRAMMAR - Lessons 381-385 - Mechanics - Punctuation - Semicolons (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.dailygrammar.com/381to385.shtml
Student copies of Semicolon Worksheets
Semicolon Worksheets | Punctuation Activities. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.k12reader.com/subject/grammar/punctuation/semicolon/
DAILY GRAMMAR - Quiz for Lessons 381 - 385. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.dailygrammar.com/Quiz-381-385-Punctuation-Semicolons.htm
Taylor, D. (2015, April 25). How to Use Colons. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tYi-XGyPEnQ
DAILY GRAMMAR - Lessons 391-395 - Mechanics - Punctuation - Colons (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.dailygrammar.com/391to395.shtml
Additional practice worksheets:
· Semicolon and the Independent Clauses
· Semicolons and Commas with Conjunctive Adverbs
· Using a Colon to Introduce a List
· Using the Colon


	
	DIFFERENTIATION



	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION



	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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